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Staff & Director Quotes
Theme – AIMS & Test Preparation Strategies
Examples Quoted from Site Staff & Directors
1. What special skills or techniques do you use in working with the AIMS IDP students that produce positive outcomes for them?
2. Overall, what components of your program would you say contribute most to student success?
3. What needs has your program chosen to focus upon?
4. To what extent do you think the curriculum in use with your students contributes to successful student outcomes?
When asked, “What special skills or techniques do you use in working with the AIMS IDP students that produce positive outcomes for them?”
Staff Quotes:

· “Online Curriculum has an AIMS Prep for Math and one for Language Arts. Every Junior and Senior is encouraged to elect that course to study for AIMS. On AIMS test days, I remind my students to took up at the ceiling before taking the test to retrieve the information from their brain. I also remind them to read what the question is and to only give the answer to the question being asked. For math, if they cannot figure it out, do the opposite- plug the answer into whatever they are looking for., i.e. if they are looking for x, use an answer to plug into the x. I encourage them to keep a positive mind set! (Hopefully, the test scores will prove that some of these suggestions work!)” (YMCA, I-Learn Program)

When asked, "Overall, what components of your program would you say contribute most to student success?"
Staff Quotes:

· "At present our program is focused on the academic needs of our students. Students feel well prepared to take the AIMS exams. We feel that our approach is proactive, working to improve the skills of our of our students, rather than reactive, targeting only those who have not passed AIMS." (Arizona Agribusiness & Equine Center, AAEC South Mountain)

· “From the student feedback we’ve received, we believe the AIMS skill-building in math and reading, in combination with the positive social skills have greatly impacted our students’ success.” (Mesa Public Schools, PAY Program)

· “We use the AIMS review books provided by ADE for students who have not met the standards. For students preparing for the AIMS for the first time, a stand-alone assessment is used to identify problem areas to better time tune the instruction to the needs of the student. It is not a formal assessment, but one we have developed here at the school.” (RCB Medical Arts HS)

When asked, “What needs has your program chosen to focus upon?”

Director Quotes:
· “Reading and Writing strategies that are linked with AIMS testing. Students are reading and writing in difference text such as fiction and nonfiction. Activities are inclusive of persuasive, expository and business letter writing. Daily journals are completed in more that one subject. Activities in study skills, across the curriculum vocabulary and note taking have been taught during advisory classes or homeroom time.” (Scottsdale Unified District Coronado High School Project C.O.R.E.)

When asked, “To what extent do you think the curriculum in use with your students contributes to successful student outcomes?”

Director Quotes:

· “Before this program, teachers during the day often used materials that either did not cover certain areas tested on the AIMS or covered the areas after the AIMS was over (i.e., later chapters in a text taught in May). Now, we have newer texts in Math and Reading/Writing that are more focused on the areas tested by the AIMS and we do the curriculum mapping to be sure these are covered before the tests.” (Indian Oasis Baboquivari Unified)
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